
 Mrs. Gillingham’s 3rd grade class 
Friday, January 22, 2021 

iREADY ASSESSMENTS 
This week your 3rd grader started taking the 
midyear iReady assessments in both reading 
and math. Most students finished the reading 
part and we will continue to work on the 
math iReady on Monday. These tests are taken 
during Zoom class.


ELA - BLOCK #1 
Our Wonders Unit 3, called “One of a Kind”, 
moves into reading expository texts also 
known as nonfiction. Students will read 
factual texts about space and animals over 
the next 2 weeks. We will learn and practice 
the skill of summarizing.  We will build 
vocabulary through prefixes, root words, and 
suffixes. Prefixes are word parts added to the 
beginning of root words. Prefixes we’re 
learning are: un-, non-, dis-, mis-, and pre-. 
Suffixes are word parts added to the end of 
root words. The suffixes we’re learning are: 
-able, -ful, -ly and -y.


MATH - BLOCK #2 
This week third graders continued to practice 
subtraction and addition strategies with 
rounding and estimating. The addition 
algorithm was introduced and next week we 
will be introducing the subtraction algorithm. 
It is not the expectation for students to use it 
if they prefer one of the many other 
strategies. We will also review and prepare for 
the unit test where students can apply all the 
skills they have learned.


SOCIAL STUDIES/Health - 
BLOCK #3 

This week we learned about the Civil Rights 
Movement, Martin Luther King Jr., and many 
other activists who worked for better equality. 
We also took time to learn a little more about 
the Presidential Inauguration.


Next week we will start our “Finding Places in 
the United States” unit. Students will explore 
United States landmarks and practice new map 
skills. They will be using a compass rose and a 
scale ruler to determine which direction to 
travel and how far these places are from 
Shoreline.


Our next health topic is on Community Health.


KINDNESS WEEK 

Echo Lake has planned many activities to 
celebrate kindness next week. You picked up 
some kindness activities and I will post a 
calendar in Seesaw next week. We are 
learning about ways to be kind and how to 
show empathy as a part of our social 
emotional learning.


IMPORTANT JANUARY DATES 

1/25 Kindness Week begins

1/27 FULL DAY WEDNESDAY

1/29 Make Up Day, early release at 11:10

1/29 End of first semester

2/1 Black Lives Matter at School Week


NEWS from the Nest

Next week Echo Lake celebrates Kindness Week. Talk with your 3rd grader about different ways to be 
kind and ways they can spread of kindness.  In a world where you can be anything, be kind.


